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CMHM
NEWSLETTER

28" Annual THANK A VET LUNCHEON
November 1 - Cainsville Community Centre

Born 26 July 1925 in Brest,

dward Moczulski
Poland

Edward was most likely the oldest veteran to return again, to
this year’s 28t annual Thank-A-Vet Luncheon held yearly the
first Saturday in November to recognize our veterans who
served and those still serving.

We appreciate and give thanks to the organizers who keep
this important event going for our community.

We honour Edward by sharing his story and offer Edward
sincere thanks for his service.
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Edward Moczulski

Deportation: Edward’s family were given less than an hour to pack, not knowing where they were going.
With what they could carry, they were taken to the railway station and loaded into cattle cars with 50-60
other people. This included infants, toddlers, children, teens, adults and seniors. Most of the adults and
seniors were women. The cattle car had two shelves at either end, where people could sit or sleep — the
rest had to make do with the floor. There was a cast iron stove, but they soon ran out of wood to fuel it.
There was also a hole in the floor that served as a toilet. They travelled like this for weeks, and were given
some water, stale bread, and watery soup, only a few times. When someone died, their bodies were cast
out next to the tracks and left there. Many infants and elders did not survive this journey.

Work Camp Kokczetawska oblast, Kazakhstan (Soviet-era forced labour camp) — To earn a daily
ration of bread, the captured had to work and children as young as 13 were sent to work in the forest —
cutting branches from the felled trees.Aside from the extreme cold in winter, and extreme heat in summer,
they had to contend with hordes of mosquitoes and black flies, as well as infestations of bed bugs in the
barracks. With no medical facilities, diseases ran rampant, leading to a high death toll.

Germany turns on Russia July 1941 Stalin quickly changed tactics and allied himself with the west so that
the allies could help him defeat the Germans. This led to the signing of the Sikorski-Majewski agreement
that called for the freeing of Poles imprisoned in POW camps and labour camps in the USSR, and the
formation of a Polish Army in the southern USR. The news of this ‘amnesty’ did not reach every camp, but
where it did become known, the men and boys soon made plans to make their way south to join the army.
For most, this meant walking thousands of kilometers and only occasionally getting on a train for part of the
journey. Many did not make it, and those who did were emaciated skeletons by the time they got there.

General Anders evacuates army and civilians to Persia - General Anders was in charge of the army and
he tried to get the Russians to provide the food and equipment they had promised. When this became
more and more impossible, Anders negotiated the right to evacuate the army to Persia, where the British
would provide what was needed. Anders took as many of the civilians that had reached the army as
possible. There were 2 mass evacuations: March/April and in September, 1942. Stalin then changed his
mind and closed the borders. Those not evacuated were now stuck in the USSR. The evacuation took
place by ship over the Caspian Sea to Pahiavi in Persia (now Iran). The ships that were used were oil
tankers and coal ships and other ships not equiped for passengers. They were filthy and lacked even the
basics like water and latrines. The soldiers and civilians filled these ships to capacity for the 1-2 day trip.
With storms, their situation got even worse -with most people suffering sea sickness.

The teenaged Edward enlisted, and he spent the next 2 years training in Iran, Iraq, Palestine, and Egypt.
Edward was part of the 7" Anti Tank Regiment of the Second Polish Corps. He was a signalman in the
regiment, and it was his job to keep the lines of communication open. In 1944, the Polish 2" Corps set sail
for Italy from Alexandria and joined the Allies in the Italian Campaign. Edward saw intense action in and
around Monte Cassino, Loreto, and Bologna, where he provided valuable support to the frontline troops.

When the war ended, Edward spent a few years in England, and in 1949 he chose to emigrate to Canada,
where he fell into the rhythms of postwar life, marrying and raising a family, making his home in Kitchener.

To Edward — Our sincere thanks for your service.
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28™ Annuar Thank-A -Vet Luncheon Cont'd

Current & former members of the 56" Field
Regiment RCA
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& MWO Grant
Philpott

Sarah & Glen
Jorgenson

Photo Below: Volunteers Mary Lou
Mackie & Randy Johnson

Steve Armstrong b S

During May 24
weekend
volunteers Marylou
Mackie, Ted Abbott

- and Randy Johnson

travelled to McMaster
university to promote

<= the museum during

the OHASSTA
(Ontario History &
Social Science
Teachers Assoc.)
conference where

e - they promoted our

- museum to

presenters, exhibitors,
& panel speakers.
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TIM COOK
Canadian War Museum
Chief Historian, dies at

54

We are deeply saddened by
the passing of Tim Cook Oct.
26, 2025, whose remarkable
work as Chief Historian at the
Canadian War Museum in
Ottawa, helped Canadians
see the people and stories
behind our nation’s history.

Tim was author of 13 books
about the military history of
Canada.

We were very fortunate to join
the 56 Field artillery
Association to host Tim in
Brantford, to speak at the
museum to a sold-out evening
in April. He will be missed.
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Photo:
Vince Ball, Bob lon, Tim Cook,
Reg Madison
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Report from The Chair

As the 2025 season winds down, you can be very proud of what has
transpired since we opened in March. By the end of Dec. we will
have seen more than 4000 visitors come through the doors of what
has become, in the last 31 years-a treasure box that houses a large
portion of our rich Canadian and local military heritage.

Visits from Rotary Clubs, Probus Club, The 56" Field Regiment
Support Association, Brant Historical Society and presenters Tim
Cook from Canadian War Museum, John Bullen CWHM, and Ted
Barris enlightened and educated enthusiastic attendees. The
community’s “Social Event of the Year”, our annual High Tea will
take a pause for 2026 but enthusiastic volunteers have begun
planning a new event for November 2026. The only hint is ‘touch
of home at the canteen’.

We honoured the men and women of the Royal Canadian Navy and
Merchant Marine with displays and storyboards and welcomed
Lieutenant-Commander (Retired) Donna Murakami,CD as guest
speaker at the High Tea in May.

We hosted tours for schools, Army, Navy & Air Cadets. The Military
Vehicle and Car Show and Open House were a great success.
We’ve become the place to come to for group meetings and
presentations. The museum will close for renovations and display
changes at the end of November.

2026 Themes

The Art of War — where we are bringing from the archives, displays
that will represent artistic creations that were created during
wartimes.

The Hong Kong Veterans Association has generously agreed to
place artifacts in the museum to represent a neglected part of
Canadian military history.

The Cannon from Alexandra Park will be placed on its carriage,
which has been totally restored and will be on display when we
open next year to be partnered with WW Howitzer from the
armories, both to be preserved for future generations to see.

Two very exciting and ambitious projects will commence with the
addition of another 1200 square feet of display space being added
as we join our building to our rear building with a walk-out

entrance. A large glassed-in display that will represent a Great War trench looking out to No Man’s land

will be developed.
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Paul Harris Fellowship
Awarded to Bob lon
CONGRATULATIONS BOB!

- ’

14 = |
Bob received the award for his
many years of service to the
community, in keeping both the
Military Museum and our
military history available to
future generations. The
museum is entirely volunteer
driven and to maintain the
Museum requires many
volunteer hours. Rotary Club
Past President/Past District
Governor, Reg Madison, joined
by President Susan Brown
presented the Paul Harris Pin
and Certificate.

Rotary Sunrise President
Susan Brown and Club
Secretary Bernard Neziol
present Museum Chair, Bob
lon, with a cheque following
their meeting. Rotary Sunrise
has been an ongoing supporter
of the Museum and its
programs.
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Report for the Chair Cont’d
Jane and | laid a wreath at the War Memorial on November 11t". We are still thawing out.
Proud to see a grateful community turn out to honour those who served, still serve and
those who never came home. Thanks to the effort of our Julia Jacobson, who spent
hundreds of hours researching, 21 new names, previously missing from our War
Memorial, now etched into the wall.

So much more we could talk about... come to the annual meeting at the museum on
Saturday, November 29", coffee at 9am, meeting at 10am.

| offer a sincere thank you to the people who make the museum what it is today- a
success story for the community and beyond. The VOLUNTEERS, BOARD MEMBERS,
VISITORS AND GENEROUS SUPPORTERS are all appreciated.

It’s been 80 years since the end of World War Two, yet so many more stories to discover
and tell! = -

Volunteers Gary Balsdon &
Geoff Kempster

Bob

Wednesday Discussion Group L-R Harold offenhammer, Jack Coulas, John
Hogewoning, Bill Hyde, Steven Ritchie, Ross De St. Croix, John Utley, lvone DeMarchi,
Jim Kent, Ted McCleister, Art Meens, Ted Croal Absent: Bob Perkins
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EXCITING! DRAWINGS FOR EXPANSION
THIS IS A BIG DEAL FOR THE MUSEUM AND VOLUNTEERS

MUSEUM EXPANSION PROJECT 2026
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Drawings are complete and quotes have gone out for the most anticipated
project the museum has undertaken for a while.

By joining and enclosing our main building to the wall of the rear building we
will have a much-needed additional 1200 sq. feet of display space You w1ll be
able to enter through an enlarged entry to the new space.
Pending environmental and municipal requirements, this
project will give us space to expand our larger artifact
display ability.

A sincere thank you from me to Marilyn Shaver for taking all my notes
and pictures and using her creative talents to produce one of the best
newsletters to represent our museum.

Photo: Chris Peart and Marilyn Shaver at Tea of Remembrance beside banner
created to honour Chris’s Father F/L Bill Hilton D.F.C.
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HMCS HAIDA
Jane & Bob lon
made two trips to
Hamilton harbour to
promote the
museum and
celebrate the 80
anniversary of the
Korean War and
anniversary of the

HMCS Haida.

Late June, after setting our tables and display up at 9 a.m. the temperature was already 30 degrees C. By noon we
were told it was 40 degrees on the ship, and they closed for the day.

On Aug. 23 we returned with more pleasant weather. Great day, terrific response to our World War One and Royal
Canadian Navy artifacts. Many visitors enjoyed our storyboards on our theme THE WRENS and later visited the
museum.
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| Message to Canadian Military Heritage Museum Volunteers

From Cdr Ines Hinneburg

On June 30, 2025, we got the opportunity to explore the Canadian Military
Heritage Museum of Brant County on a private tour. It is more than
impressive what the museum’s team has collected, researched and
- processed on the basis of voluntary work. With great attention to detail
' and full awareness of the responsibility that comes with dealing with the
subject of the military and war, the museum offers an enormously
interesting and entertaining exhibition. The vivid insights into the military
experiences of people from the region-both the tragic and the positive-
make the topic more tangible and understandable, not only for military
personnel.

-] k.
%, '1'1‘ . [

Donna Murakami Commander Many thanks to Bob for the opportunity of this visit and for giving us
Hinnenburg & husband Jan insights into the unwritten meaning of some of the exhibits and the
peopple behind them. But we would also like to thank the entire team for
their impressive work and a more than successfun exhibition. Best wishes for the future.
Ines & Jan

Note from Canadian sponsor, Donna Murakami: CDR Hinneburg had been attending the Canadian Forces
Staff College foreign exchange program for the past year. Ines successfully graduated the Junior
Command and Staff Course in June. She joined the German Navy in 2003 as an officer candidate. After
completing her military and nautical education studies (bus. Admin,.) she served as a ship supply officer on
several frigates.. In 2017 she was posted to NATO HQ in the Netherlands, being responsible for (landheavy)
logistics and maritime planning.

As a German ship supply officer she was responsible for personnel matters and became a personnel
manager. Upon her return to Germany, she was the personal assistant of the Deputy Head of the Human
Resources Dept. in the German Ministry of Defence.

...It has been a pleasure sponsoring her during fher stay in Canada.

Donna

What will your tablescape look like
this Christmas?

This photo show soldiers in Ortona We

Italy, pulled from the combat line 40 at

a time, to enjoy a roast pork dinner in Remember
a bombed-out church in Ortona. They
were given a chocolate bar, a bottle of
beer. The men then returned to
fighting to allow the next group of men
a break from combat on Christmas
Day.

"
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TED BARRIS - THE GREAT ESCAPE: A CANADIAN STORY

On the night of March 24, 1944, eighty Commonwealth airmen crawled through a 400-foo-long
tunnel, code-named “Harry”, and most slipped into the darkness of a pine forest beyond the wire
of Stalag Luft lll, a German prisoner-of-war compound near Sagan, Poland. The event became
known as The Great Escape. The breakout, more than a year in the making, involved about 2,000

POWs and a battle of wits inconceivable for its time.
[ ‘ . |

More than 200 guests were present to hear Ted’s
presentation on “The Great Escape” at the museum in
October. The Great Escape was in many ways “made-in-
Canada”. In his book The Great Escape: A Canadian Story,
bestsellling author Ted Barris recounts this nearly mythical
excape operation through the voices of those involved,
many of whom trained in Canadas, served in RCAF bomber
and fighter squadrons, were shot down over Europe,
imprisoned at Stalag Luft lll, and ultimately became co-
conspirators in the actual Great Escape.

> —

Bus tour from Orillia pause for a photo.

We have enjoyed many bus trip groups
over the year. It demonstrates the
appreciation of the history we are
preserving and sharing.

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great
quote from the document or use this space
to emphasize a key point. To place this text
box anywhere on the page, just drag it.]




CMHM NEWSLETTER CHRISTMAS 2025 PAGE 10

Some of the 20 soldiers
from 56" Field Artillery
RCA, who are currently
serving in Latvia react to
receiving parcels of
support from the 56"
Field Artillery

" ¥l Association. The
museum donated 20 of

. our metal coffee cups.

Grand River Loyalist

Group visit museum This holiday season we

wish you good health

) and strength, deep
Fort Erie Army .
Cadets peace in every
moment, wisdom that
lights your way, a sharp
and joyful mind,
uncommon favor in all
you do and prosperity
in every part of your
life.
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August Museum pre=sg ﬂ
Open House Gallery *
of Photos

Left: 38™ Dufferin Rifles
reenactor Brian
Armstrong

Right: 56t Field Assoc.
Members Vincent Ball &
Reg Madison with Town
Crier David McKee

James Whyte — Canadian Military Jeff Wilkin, Don Wilkin, Martin
Vehicles Association LaPointe

Left: Don
McRae & Don
Wilkin,
museum
volunteers

Right:
Members of
56" Field
Artillery
Display
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Members of the 56" Field Artillery RCA Tour Museum

INDIGENGQ
OF ¢

Who is the 56 Field Artillery Regiment RCA? We are going to introduce you to the fine
young men and women who have joined the Regiment. Wonder what is happening at the
Brantford Armouries? This is where they have drills every Thursday evening along with many
other training sites. In the upcoming newsletters we will introduce you to the individuals who
have chosen the military to be part of their life.

This newsletter features Teresa Tran, an 18-year-old born in 2007 in Belleville, ON. Teresa comes
from a Viethamese family. Her mother immigrated to Canada in 2005. The family moved to

Brantford in 2023. Teresa is currently employed as a nail technician at the family business full
time.

IN HER WORDS “Currently, | am a gunner, a part of the 56" Field Artillery Regiment, 54 battery, Detachment 15
Charlie. After being sworn in February of 2025, | completed my basic military training in March, the standard
soldering skills needed to become a good troop and learned how to use a C7. | completed my rank qualification
course in April, shooting a C6 and C9, threw grenades and dug trenches where | was sleep deprived for more than
48 hours. | was the top candidate for that course. | gained my artillery training in May where | learned to operate
a C3 105mm Howitzer, receiving our artillery cap brass in Meaford.

I am always excited to learn and participate in field exercises. | developed an interest in my extreme camping
with the military, enjoying nature at its finest. | got the chance to go to Meaford, Borden and Petawawa. | hope
to participate in more courses to develop my soldering skills. |1 am a part of the social media team for the 56"
Field. This allows us to connect with the community and demonstrate to others the pride we take in serving our
community and country.
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Although | was born in a small town, | was fortunate to be able to
embrace myself in my Vietnamese heritage through my family,
language, food, festivals, and trips to visit relatives. | have always
been interested in arts and crafts and recently developed a hobby
in photography and videography. | love going out on the weekends
and trying out new restaurants. | enjoy travelling outdoors and
experience thrilling adventures such as ziplining, sky diving, and
hiking. Growing up in a Viethamese home taught me a lot about
the difference in culture here in Canada and the cultural values we
all have. Overall, it allowed me to get different perspectives and
understanding of how we grow as individuals contributing to
societal needs.

| am an honours student, achieving high goals with strong
expectations, striving for excellence. | am not the greatest at math
or science, although | am best at English, law art, and technology
design. ..l attended Assumption Catholic School...I did the military
co-op program in my last semester of grade 12. | am currently
doing grade 13 and applying to university, hopefully to attend McMaster University for their Justice, Politics,
Philosophy, and Law BA Honors program in fall of 2026.

I have participated in police programs and wish to get a career with OPP specializing in the Tactics and Rescue
Unit. The military has helped me experience similar discipline, values, and work ethics.

My Mother was completely against my decision to join the military. She feared for my future and her perception of
the military was different. She knew how physically demanding and mentally challenging it can be, but | reassured
her that | would be fine. | attended programs with the OPP, specialized in high school majors, and spent time
educating myself on policing and military training. | never mentioned to anyone else in my extended family that |
had joined, anxious of their reaction due to the history of the Vietnam war that my grandparents went through.
Recently my aunts, uncles, and cousins have shown support. My grandfather became aware of my occupation where
he was happy and supportive but also worried for me physically. This has lifted my spirit and encouraged me to
become roll models to my cousins and to work hard.

In the future, after graduating university, and further military training, | hope to deploy to Latvia or anywhere that
needs support. My family were not entirely thrilled to hear about it but showed their support and worries...

My end goal is to become a police officer, but | may choose to go full-time with the military. Being a reservist in
the military allows me to balance both paths. Overall, | have learned a lot with my experience in the military, the
co-op itself allowed me to fast-track my training. | leaned a lot about the morals and values, and the work ethic
associated with being a soldier. There are a lot of factors that contribute to being a good troop, characteristics
that we must develop over time. Needless to say, it was worth signing on those dotting lines.

Continue to push yourself to the fullest, take a break if needed but never back down on your dreams. Regardless
of change, adapt and progress, to prove to others your determination and take action against any challenges,
serve Canada and support those in need. But always remember your toots and how you got to where you are

today.  We wish Teresa only the best as she pursues her goals!!!
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2026 MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP

E-TRANSFER AVAILABLE

cmhmbrant@gmail.com
Renew your membership and encourage | B
your friends to join the museum. L
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: ‘ é
* Quarterly Newsletter Please send | [
* Membership Appreciation Event your 2026
* Annual Open House membership
* Guest Speakers Lsit anl :
« First chance at tickets to our Please renew your membership to the
World War Women High Tea payment Canadian Military Heritage Museum
* Annual Museum & TODAY! by-eamplatug fis
MEMBERSHIP FORM
v/ Fees: Students & Seniors...$20 ()

Adults.....oovevvcerinee $25 ()
Family.....ccoeerevvennene. $35 ()
Corporate..........c..... $50 (J

Cheque payable to: Canadian Military Heritage Museum
or e-transfer funds to: cmhmbrant@gmail.com

Name:
Address:

[ N N
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A ! RUB-AELD § RV I
=\ 5 N City:
L b ¥ a

Province: Postal Code:

EVERY_MEMBER

Phone:

Canadian Military Heritage Museum  Email(s)
P.O. Box 27033, 794 Colborne St., Brantford, ON N3S 354 :
Email:cmhmbrant@gmail.com ¢ Phone:519-759-1313° signature:

Date:

Please send your membership form and payment TODAY!
Canadian Military Heritage Museum

P.O. Box 27033
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! PO, Box 27053
Brantford, ON N3S 354
é Email:cmhmbrant@gmail.com «Phone: 519-759-1313



Cordially invites you to
attend the

The Annual General Meeting
Saturday, November 29, 2025

Enjoy a Meet-and-Greet and a continental
breakfast starting at 9:00 A.M

The AGM to follow at 10 AM

The meeting will be held at the Canadian Military Heritage Museum,
347 Greenwich Street
Brantford

The museum’s audited financial review will be presented, an update on the
museum’s operation and upcoming projects.

Stay safe, stay well, see you at the Museum!




